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In Memoriam:
Jerry Shook 1948-2011
by Jose Martinez Diaz

The Foundation is saddened by
the passing of Jerry Shook,
founding director of The Association of Professional Behavior
Analysts and founder and CEO
of the Behavior Analyst Certification Board, this past November.
In the 1990s the need for ABA
services became apparent.
Jerry made it his personal mission to ensure that the people
who provide behavior analytic
services were properly trained.
He wanted to protect those persons with developmental disabilities and autism who could not
speak up for themselves. He
worked to ensure that they received the best of services, and
that their families and caregivers

would not taken advantage of.
Making sure those who did ABA
were credentialed, had certain
requirements and proper training
was a vision he spent years accomplishing. He worked tirelessly, volunteered late nights,
long weeks, without any expectation of return. With the support
of his wife, BJ Quinn, he even
used the mortgage on his home to
fund his mission.

supervised experience working
with individuals with brain injuries. The impetus was witnessing
the effects of a brain injury in her
high school friend. Upon learning of and contacting Second
Chance, Jodie and the ABA approach were warmly welcome by
Brittany Johnson, Executive Director, and Sherl Morden, President of Second Chance and the
2011 National Association of Social Workers Public Citizen of
the Year.

When the state of Florida mandated credentialing for ABA,
Jerry was the one who set the
model. This model went on to set
the example for other states.
Jerry was the “go to” person for
credentialing. The growth of certification made a huge impact,
making it possible for ABA to
become its own profession separate from psychology.

Second Chance of Northwest
Florida, founded in 1989, is a
community-based organization
with the mission of providing a
safe haven where brain injury
survivors can socialize and relearn lost skills. As a small,
non-profit agency, Second
Chance relies on donations and
grants for its continuing existence.

Jose Martinez Diaz, friend and
co-worker, refers to Jerry as “the
most kind, self giving person”
even calling him “one of my heroes.”

Board Member Column:
Allen Murphy
In 2010, one of our Applied Behavior Analysis master’s students, Jodie Newsome, sought a
location where she could gain
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As with many of the Florida
State University students, Jodie’s
prior experience had been largely
in working with children with
autism. The range of skills she
had learned clearly generalized to
this new situation via the implementation of a simple procedure
to reduce one member’s annoying vocalizations, that member
remains engaged and quite
happy, to recognizing the need
for a method to better determine
the needs and wants of the members and their families. We con
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members with self-, or familyidentified concerns. These have
included working with a woman
concerned about stuttering, especially when speaking on the
phone, to increasing a man’s unprompted vocalizations. On deck
is an attempt to use stimulus
equivalence with members experiencing difficulty with recalling
people’s names.

President’s Column
Julie S. Vargas, Ph.D.,
President, B. F. Skinner Foundation
Florida State University Panama City students at Second Chance
tacted Mike Mozzoni who graciously provided an assessment
tool that was modified and has
offered great direction to the
group and individual activities
offered at Second Chance.
Perhaps, Jodie’s largest contribution was in recruiting fellow students to continue volunteering
after she graduated and assumed
employment in another state.
Currently, four second-year and
three first-year graduate students
are involved. To date, five undergraduates have assisted under
the supervision of the master’s
students. While I serve as the
faculty supervisor, the overwhelming majority of any credit
is due to the students.
The student-led initiatives have
included designing and imple

menting group activities based on
the member and family assessments. These activities are intended to be not only instructive,
but enjoyable. To help ensure
this, participation data along with
social validity in the form of participant satisfaction have been
collected and used to modify the
group activities. Happily, the
Life Skills Training Specialist
has gladly adopted many of the
activities.
The members eat lunch at Second Chance. Previously, the
meals were prepared by an outside volunteer. Now, as a result
of the FSU students, the members, including a former chef, do
the preparation.
The FSU students have also been
active in assisting individual
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The Foundation held its
annual meeting at the
end of
March. We
reviewed the
accomplishments in 2011.
Though impressive, they were
dwarfed by the number of projects suggested for the rest of
2012.
In the summer of 2011, the
Foundation made digital copies
of all of the films and videotapes
in the office. It sent the originals
to the Harvard University Film
Archives where they are being
stored at the proper temperature
and humidity. The Foundation
can take out any of the originals
to make Digibeta copies if requested by a television station
that requires a hi-res copy.
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As the Foundation clears the
copyright process, videos will be
posted on the internet for viewing.
One project nearing completion
is the reprinting of Skinner’s
book Contingencies of Reinforcement. Donations for this
project nicely surpassed the funding needed for the costs of printing. The Foundation asked Dave
Palmer to write a foreword, and
he agreed. Since the chapters
consisted of articles previously
published in journals, permission
was required to include them
again. That was labor intensive
since several rights had been acquired by other companies or
were at first denied or given for
“only print” (no e-book) at a cost
of several thousand dollars. Negotiations lowered the fees and
restrictions for the most expensive to zero. Nearly all the work
is now completed, and the book
will be out in 2012.
The website bfskinner.org is
looking for examples of behavioral science in action. One project using conditioned reinforcers
to teach supervisors on a fishing
vessel has been posted. If any
reader has a good illustrations of
shaping or other behavioral procedures to offer as a possibility,
please email the Foundation.
The tremendous impact of the
science Skinner began needs to
be reflected on the Foundation
website.

On Exhibit

Co-editor’s Column

Erin Bremer

Skinner’s verbal summator records are on display with other
projective tests such as the Rorschach and Thematic Apperception Test, as part of an exhibit
being shown March 16-June 30,
2012 in Harvard University’s
Special Exhibitions Gallery in
the Science Center, Room 251.
X-Rays of the Soul is a historical
collection of psychological tests
aimed at “reaching the subconscious.” The verbal summator
records created by BF Skinner in
1936 were recordings of word
like sounds that were played very
softly until the listener produced
their own meaning or interpretation of the sounds as words. The
listener’s interpretation was said
to reflect concerns and experiences in the individual’s life.
Skinner did not see the test as a
projection of the mind.
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Dear Reader, I am so pleased to
be joining the BF Skinner Foundation as co-editor of Operants.
I originally became interested in
behaviorism after volunteering as
a psychology undergraduate to
assist an elementary classroom
for autistic students and was
amazed at how quickly and effectively behavioral techniques
helped the students learn. Following graduation I wanted to
learn more about this field and
moved to Cambridge in order to
take a Behavior Modification
course with Dr. Dodge Fernald,
who peppered his course with
personal anecdotes of his friendship with Skinner. I spent beautiful Boston summer days reading
Walden Two in a park one block
from the Foundation’s headquarters.
Currently, I work in the Behavioral Sleep Medicine Program at
the University of Pennsylvania
where I am a clinical research
coordinator and course administrator for the Cognitive Behav-
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ioral Therapy for Insomnia seminar, a yearly course to help disseminate CBTI training to psychologists, physicians and nurse
practitioners. CBTI uses behavioral techniques to retrain those
with insomnia to fall asleep. It is
based on methods such as stimulus control, used to re-condition
the bed to be a stimulus for sleep
I want to thank Jose Martinez
Diaz for sharing his personal stories about Jerry Shook. It was
easy to hear in his voice what a
giving and dedicated man he
was, and how greatly he will be
missed. I also want to thank Julie
and Ernest for being so welcoming. I have had such a wonderful
time meeting with them, and
watching old videos of Barnabas,
the rat, being shaped and hearing
their thoughts. I look forward to
working on future issues and exploring all things Skinner with
you, the reader.
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