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Profile
Dr. Mark L. Sundberg

 
 We warmly welcome Dr. 
Mark Sundberg to the Founda-
tion’s Board of Directors.
 M a r k L . S u n d b e rg , 
Ph.D., BCBA received his doc-
torate degree in Applied Behav-
ior Analysis from Western 
Michigan University (1980), 
under the direction of Dr. Jack 
Michael. Dr Sundberg is the co-
author of the books Teaching 
Language to Children with 
Autism or Other Developmental 
Disabilities, The Assessment of 
Basic Language and Learning 
Skills: The ABLLS, and A Col-
lection of Reprints on Verbal 
Behavior. He has published 
over 45 professional papers, 
including a recent chapter titled 
“Verbal Behavior” in the new 
edition of Cooper, Heron, & 
Heward’s (2007) book Applied 
Behavior Analysis, Second Edi-
tion. He is the founder and past 
editor of the journal The Analy-
sis of Verbal Behavior, a twice 
past-president of The Northern 
California Association for Be-

havior Analysis, a past-chair of 
the Publ ica t ion Board o f 
ABA:International, and was a 
member of the committee that 
developed the BACB Task List. 
 Dr. Sundberg has given 
over 450 conference presenta-
tions and workshops nationally 
and internationally, and has 
taught 80 college courses on 
behavior analysis, verbal be-
havior, sign language, and child 
development. He has received a 
number of awards, including 
the 2001 “Distinguished Psy-
chology Department Alumnus 
Award” from Western Michigan 
University. He currently  con-
ducts research and consults to 
schools and programs in the 
San Francisco Bay area.
 To o u r r e a d e r s D r. 
Sundberg offers the following 
thoughts.
 My interest in behavioral 
psychology began at Ferris State 
College in Northern Michigan.   I 
was a psychology major very  in-
terested in Freud and philosophy. 
During my sophomore year I 
took a sociology class that used 
Walden Two as a text, and simul-
taneously was taking a philoso-
phy class on empiricism.  Behav-
iorism made perfect sense to me.  
That same year Psychology To-
day came out with an article ti-
tled “Where are the Behavior 
Shapers?” which listed the major 
universities offering degrees in 
behavioral psychology, one of 
which was Western Michigan 

University  (WMU), 20 miles 
from my hometown of Battle 
Creek.  In 1973 I transferred to 
WMU as a psychology  major and 
a communication minor.  During 
my first semester at WMU I be-
came a TA for Dick Malott and 
taught a section of his Psych 150 
intro class that included a rat lab.  
I had never worked with rats, or 
had a course in behavior analysis, 
but somehow I convinced Dr. 
Malott (who badly needed TAs) 
to give me shot at it. By the end 
of the semester, I was hooked on 
behavioral psychology.  The next 
semester I took Jack Michael’s 
verbal behavior class, and I was 
off and running.
 During the 1970s Western 
Michigan University  was an ex-
citing place to be for a student 
interested in behavioral psychol-
ogy. As promised in the Psychol-
ogy Today article, the faculty, 
were leaders in the field.  In addi-
tion to Michael and Malott, they 
included among others Roger 
Ulrich, Art Snapper, Dave Lyon, 
Ron Hutchinson, Doug Anger, 
Neil and Louise Kent, Paul 
Mountjoy, Al Poling, Rob Hawk-
ins, Wayne Fuqua, Brian Iwata, 
Dan Hursh, and Howard Ferris. 
Fred Keller had just retired 
(again) after 5 years at WMU, 
but his impact on the program 
was obvious.  As one might 
imagine this list of faculty at-
tracted and nurtured an incredible 
body of students. The verbal 
community  at  WMU was out-
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standing.  It seemed we never 
stopped talking about behavior 
analysis. Most every Friday  af-
ternoons the department con-
ducted a colloquium where we 
had the opportunity to hear be-
havior analysts from all over the 
country  including Skinner, Kel-
ler, Kantor, Azrin, Lindsey, Cata-
nia, Sidman, Bijou, Baer, Wolf, 
Risley, Foxx, and many others. 
 Many of us also had ap-
plied interests and thanks to the 
efforts and leadership of Jim 
Kaye and Jerry Shook, the Kala-
mazoo Valley Multihandicap 
Center (KVMC) provided hun-
dreds of students with employ-
ment and research opportunities, 
while helping children and young 
adults with several behavior and 
learning problems.  Jack Michael 
and Brian Iwata served as our 
research advisors at KVMC dur-
ing the mid to late 1970s.  Dr. 
Iwata’s work led to several pub-
lications in JABA and to dozens 
of students who are now leaders 
in our field. Dr. Michael’s work 
provided the foundation for the 
application of Skinner’s analysis 
of verbal behavior, as well as 
several additional research pro-
jects such as those conducted on 
establishing operations and 
automatic reinforcement.  During 
that time our research team con-
ducted over 50 verbal behavior 
research projects, most of which 
were presented at the MABA and 
ABA conventions in the late 
1970s. This work formed the ba-
sis of the verbal behavior as-

sessment and intervention pro-
grams that have now become 
quite popular in autism treat-
ment.   
 Today there is a great 
demand for behavior analysts, 
especially those who work with 
children with autism. More than 
100 programs in the United 
States offer behavioral training 
that can lead to certification.  The 
field has grown significantly 
since that Psychology Today arti-
cle appeared. If Skinner were 
alive today I think he would be 
thrilled with the growth of be-
haviorism. Of particular joy  to 
Skinner would probably be the 
ease with which many parents 
and classrooms teachers use his 
terms “mand” “tact,” and “in-
traverbal.”   
 While this is good news, 
things have changed since the 
1970s. Students new to the field 
may have a hard time finding the 
type of programs that were avail-
able back then. One difference is 
in the content of the programs.  
During the 1970s it was quite 
common for graduate students to 
work in an animal lab and read 
several of Skinner’s books during 
their course of study, even those 
who specialized in Applied Be-
havior Analysis (ABA). If Skin-
ner were alive today I think he 
would not be pleased with the 
shift away from the conceptual 
and experimental foundation of 
behavior analysis. Without this 
foundation it is easy for applied 
behavior analysts to slip into 

cognitive explanations of behav-
ior that Skinner taught us to 
avoid and to behaviorally analyze 
in his books About Behaviorism 
and Contingencies of Reinforce-
ment. If applied behavior ana-
lysts are not able to make these 
types of analyses, our field will 
be greatly compromised and 
other versions of behavior analy-
sis or cognitive psychology will 
gradually take over.  
 As a board member of the 
B. F. Skinner Foundation, I will 
advocate that today’s students of 
behavior analysis have contact 
with Skinner’s conceptual writ-
ings, especially those found in 
the books mentioned above, as 
well as in his book Verbal Behav-
ior. 

Special Feature
Liz Coffey of The Harvard 
Film Archive (HFA) reports on 
the recent acquisition of the B. F. 
Skinner Collection at HFA.

 The B. F. Skinner  Foun-
dation donated its collection of 
16mm film relating to the work 
of Skinner to the Harvard Film 
Archive in the spring of 2008. 
The Foundation had many of the 
films converted to video for ac-
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cess before the original film was 
moved. Several are currently 
available for viewing on the 
Foundation’s website.
 The collection includes 
films made to document and ex-
plain the work of the ORCON 
project, also known as Project 
Pigeon, in which Skinner trained 
pigeons to guide missiles for the 
US Navy. The project, though it 
looked successful, was cancelled 
by the Navy after a few years and 
ended in 1953. These films are 
camera reversal originals and re-
versal prints.
 The collection also in-
cludes documentaries and edu-
cational films about Skinner and 
his work. Titles include:

✴The Skinner Revolution 
(1978)

✴B. F. Skinner and behavior 
change: research, practice, 
and promise (1975)

✴Focus on behavior (ca. 
1960)

✴B. F. Skinner: The man 
who changed psychology; 
Teaching machines and pro-
grammed learning (1966)

✴Notable contributors to the 
psychology of personality 
(1964) and

✴B. F. Skinner: The man 
(1974).

 Once the films were ac-
cepted into the archive’s collec-

tion, we tested them for decay.  
Motion picture film has many 
organic components, and decays 
as it ages. Stored in a tempera-
ture and humidity-controlled en-
vironment, film can be expected 
to last for hundreds of years. 
 Some of the older mate-
rial in this collection was found 
to be decayed. Acetate film de-
composition is called Vinegar 
Syndrome, because as it breaks 
down the base lets off acetic 
acid, which stinks of vinegar.  
Affected films will be stored 
apart from the “healthy” film in a 

cold vault.  Kept cold, the decay 
can be slowed until it is possible 
to copy the films to new film 
stock.
 The entire B.F. Skinner 
collection is now stored in the 
Harvard Film Archive’s state of 
the art film vaults, which are kept 
at the industry-recommended 
levels of 40F and 35% relative 

humidity. Under these condi-
tions, fresh film stock is expected 
to last for over 500 years. The 
material has been re-housed in 
archival containers and inspected 
for damage. Internal cataloging 
records have been created.  The 
films will be cataloged in the 
Harvard University  Libraries’ 
online catalog, HOLLIS, avail-
able to anyone with an internet 
connection.  Access to the films 
will be available on site at the 
HFA’s Conservation Center. Film 
prints in good condition will be 
made available to scholars and 

researchers as re-
quested.
 The Har-
vard Film Archive 
is one of the larg-
est and most sig-
n i f i c a n t 
university-based 
mot ion pic ture 
collections in the 
Un i t ed S t a t e s , 
with a collection 
of over 15,000 
items (primarily 
35mm and 16mm 
motion pic ture 
film) from around 

the world and from almost every 
period in film history. Our collec-
tion contains diverse materials, 
ranging from the classics of 
world cinema and educational 
films to US Army training films. 
As a division of the Harvard Col-
lege Library, the HFA supports 
the research and study  of cinema 
at Harvard by making films from 
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its collection available for study 
purposes, for individual viewing 
appointments, and for classroom 
screenings.
 Harvard Film Archive is a 
division of Fine Arts Library of 
the Harvard College Library. It is
located at  24 Quincy  Street, 
Cambridge MA. 
 The web site to view col-
lection is:
http://hcl.harvard.edu/hfa/collecti
ons.html.
  
B. F. Skinner Foundation 
Seminar Series-2009 
 The 2009 Seminar pres-
entation will be held in Florida in 
November 2009.
 The topic is Fluency-
Based Instruction for Children 
with Autism and Other Devel-
opmental Disabilities.
 This six-hour seminar 
will introduce participants to 
Fluency-Based Instruction. 
Fluency-Based Instruction is a 
highly  effective and efficient sys-
tem for arranging instructional 
contingencies. Participants will 
learn the components of Fluency-
Based Instruction, its historical 
and empirical underpinnings, as 
well as the support systems 
needed to effectively implement 
this model with learners. To illus-
trate key concepts, the seminar 
combines slides, multiple video 
examples, and performance data 
from children with disabilities.

 By the end of this semi-
nar, participants should be able 
to:

✴List and describe the com-
ponents of Fluency-based 
Instruction for learners with 
disabilities.
✴Describe the historical and 
empirical underpinning of 
Fluency-Based Instruction.
✴Define rate of response and 
discuss the role it plays in 
Fluency-Based Instruction.
✴Describe the clinical and 
measurement advantages of-
fered by measuring rate of 
response rather than percent 
correct.
✴Describe the levels of data-
based decisions that clini-
cians can make when moni-
toring Fluency-Based Instruc-
tion.
✴Describe the procedures 
used to empirically validate 
skill retention, endurance, 
application, and stability.
✴Describe the support  sys-
tems needed to implement 
Fluency-Based Instruction in 
both school and private clini-
cal arrangements.

 Seminar leader, Michael 
Fabrizio, M.A., BCBA, is the  
founder of the Organization for 
Research and Learning (ORL), 
Seattle, WA. Mr. Fabrizio is a 
behavior analyst specializing in 
instruction and instructional de-
sign providing services to chil-
dren with autism and related dis-
abilities.

 Dr. Karen Wagner , 
Chief Executive Officer of Be-
havior Services of Brevard, Inc., 
in Cocoa, Florida is coordinating 
the venue and site logistics. 

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
8:00-9:00 Registration with a
continental breakfast
9:00-11:00 Seminar
1100-11:20 Refreshments
11:20-1:00 Seminar
1:00-2:00 Lunch on own
2:00-3:30 Seminar
3:30-3:45 Refreshments
3:45-5:00 Seminar

LOCATION
To Be Announced 

6 CEU CREDITS for Board
Certified Behavior Analysts and 
Associate Behavior Analysts.

IN-SERVICE POINTS for
Florida teachers

REGISTRATION FEE
Seminar fee $100.00
Pre-registration required.
REGISTER ON-LINE
Participants will be able to regis-
ter line. Please look for details in 
the next edition of Operants and 
on the Foundation website/
Seminar Series:
www.bfskinner.org or 
contact us at 
infobfskinner@gmail.com
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The B. F. Skinner Foundation celebrates its twentieth anniversary. The organization chart (March 2009) reflects 
the Foundation’s growth and development. Major events over the years include:

 1989: With B. F. Skinner’s support, the Foundation is established.
 1990: The Foundation begins a reprint  program with The Behavior of Organisms, and Verbal Behavior, 
 1996: The Foundation establishes a website and begins responding to requests for information.
 1998: Holland and Skinner’s The Analysis of Behavior made available in an interactive form 
  for Windows computer operating systems.
 2002: Google posts “pigeon rank” an April Fool’s spoof and its web hits jump.
 2003: Archival Program Committee begins collecting material.
 2005: Foundation moves from Morgantown, WVA to Cambridge, MA. International liaisons set up.
 2006: Foundation begins student research awards.
 2007 An audio recording for DVD/MP3 format of B. F. Skinner reading Walden Two is completed.
 2008: The Foundation signs a contract with Harvard Film Archive. 
 2009: The Foundation celebrates twenty years of service.
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B.F. Skinner Bookstore
Your Comments Please:
 The Foundation is inter-
ested in feedback from those who 
buy books through our website.  
We would like to know the rea-
son for your purchase. This will 
help  us plan reprints for the fu-
ture as well as suggest to us what 
is happening in the field. Please 
s e n d y o u r r e s p o n s e t o 
elambertbfskinner@gmail.com. 

Walden Two on DVD: 
 Since its publication in 
1948, Walden Two has fascinated 
readers with its provocative pic-
ture of a society in which human 
problems are solved by a scien-
tific technology of human con-
duct. Today we can listen to Dr. 
Skinner read the ideas of his por-
trayal of a community in which 
many of our contemporary values 
become realized. The cost  is 
$19.95 plus shipping. To order go 
t o o u r w e b s i t e 
www.bfskinner.org.
 
Permissions
 The Foundation contin-
ues to attend to the many re-
quests from authors, editors, 
and publishers, as well as stu-
dents who want the use of B. F. 
Skinner‘s work or images that 
are copyrighted by  the Founda-
tion. This includes photographs, 
text, and videos. The Founda-
tion gladly grants the use of 
material. If the enterprise is a 
commercial one there is a mod-

est fee, and if the use of mate-
rial is for the publication of a 
book we generally  request one 
copy for the Foundation’s ar-
chives.

BFSF Board Meeting
 The annual B. F. Skinner 
Foundation Board Meeting is on 
April 3-4, 2009. Attending Board 
Members and Foundation Staff 
will include Drs. Allen Murphy, 
Karen Pryor, Mark Sundberg, 
Julie Vargas, Foundation Foun-
der and President, Ernest Vargas, 
Vice President, and administra-
tive assistants, Edith Lambert 
and Ann Kellegher. 

President’s Column 
 Julie S. Vargas, Ph.D., 
President, B. F. Skinner Foun-

dation 
T h e f i r s t 
three months 
o f 2 0 0 9 
have been 
busy  for the 
Foundation.  
I will men-
tion just two 

of our activities and a personal 
note. 
The Website: 

www.bfskinner.org
 The Foundation website, 
which had been maintained by 
part-time employees, began giv-
ing more and more problems. 
The final straw occurred in early 
February when orders were lost 
and emails disappeared! Some-

thing had to be done and quickly. 
Fortunately, a local Mac expert 
was found and the new website is 
currently in progress. For those 
of you frustrated with videos that 
do not play and emails that were 
not answered, please be patient.  
We are all working as hard as 
possible to complete the new 
website so we can discontinue 
the one that doesn’t work right. 

Auctions:
 Every  year the Founda-
tion holds auctions as a way to 
contribute to behavioral organi-
zations (including the Founda-
tion) as well as to let enthusiasts 
obtain personal memorabilia of 
B. F. Skinner. Two auctions were 
held in the first quarter of 2009:  
CalABA and ISB.
 The CalABA auction, ac-
cording to Robert Schwartz, the 
CalABA Administrative Director, 
“is always one of the highlights 
of our conference.” Mark Sund-
berg again served as auctioneer. 
CalABA attendees purchased  
four memorable items:

✴A horse drawing by Deborah 
Skinner, 

✴Lecture notes in Skinner’s 
handwriting for a 1987 talk, 

✴A Harvard base-ball style cap 
with added cardboard by Skinner 
to shield his eyes while writing, 
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✴A first edition of the three vol-
umes of Skinner’s autobiography, 
autographed by him and by Ellie 
Reese to whom the books were 
given. 
 The proceeds totaled over 
$5000 with $1808 going to 
CalABA.  
 The ISB (International 
Society for Behaviorology) was 
held in March.  Being a smaller 
conference, the items and sums 
bid are more modest, but  the en-
thusiasm equaled that of other 
auctions.  Earlier, ISB made a 
$1500 organizational contribu-
tion to the Foundation.

Foundation Board:
 On a personal note, I 
would like to thank Joe Morrow 
who, in February, retired from 
the Foundation Board after five 

years of service. We will miss 
him. 

Volunteer Opportunities
 B.F. Skinner Foundation 
is seeking Volunteers for two 
special projects.
1.  Help the Foundation collect 
data for its dissemination ac-
tivities.
Description:
 The primary task is to 
find and keep current the names, 
affiliations, and contact informa-
tion of our client audiences.

2.  Apply your photo archival 
skills. 
Description:
 The primary task is to put 
each photo in its own archival 
sleeve, label, cross-reference, 
verify  and document the copy-
right ownership.

 In general, you will be 
asked to: 
• Become familiar with the 

field of behavioral science.
• Work in the Harvard Square 

office.
• Input findings in our data-

base, initiate and follow-up 
queries.

Qualifications:
• Good social skills.
• Good problem solver.
• Willing to learn new things.
• Computer literate with Apple/

Mac applications or willing 
to learn.

Commitment:

• Volunteers work part-time up 
to 20 hours a week. 

• Hours and days can be flexi-
ble.

 Seniors (50 plus) are en-
couraged to apply. 
 P l e a s e r e p l y t o : 
elambertbfskinner@gmail.com 

Editor’s Column
D e a r 

Reader, 
T h e 
F o u n-
d a t i o n 
h a s 
a m b i-
tiously 
u n d e r-

taken the task of redesigning its 
official website with the assis-
tance of a local computer techie,  
Joshua Clapper, who also hap-
pens to be a professional singer 
and member of the Boston Cho-
ral Ensemble. The goals are to 
create a forum to better display 
the Foundation’s myriad photos, 
videos, articles, and media, and 
to make it easier for users to find 
the information they need. The 
new website gives the online 
bookstore a much needed design 
facelift. Joshua has also been 
“adopted” as the Foundation’s 
Mac technical support person. 
His diverse background in phys-
ics, education, publishing, and 
the performing arts has proven to 
be an asset  in consulting with the 
Foundation’s technical needs.
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 Besides all the work she 
does for the Foundation, Dr. Ju-
lie Vargas has written a new 

book,  Be-
h a v i o r 
Analysis for 
E f f e c t i v e 
Teaching.
Here are Dr. 
Vargas’s an-
s w e r s t o 
question that 
I t h o u g h t 

our readers might ask:
 What motivated you to 
write the book? I had worked 
with practicing and prospective 
teachers and been a third and 
fourth grade teacher myself.  I 
knew that traditional training 
does not equip  teachers to deal 
effectively with student behavior 
without punitive methods that 
turn off students. Behaviorology 
gives the basic principles for 
teaching basic skills, problem-
solving, and for promoting crea-
tivity through positive methods 
that also reduce disruptive ac-
tions in the classroom. 
 The book aims to in-
form teachers and behavior ana-
lysts, describe the insights that 
your expect readers to gain from 
this book? The main insight is 
that behavior does not  originate 
inside the student, but rather in 
the relationship between every-
thing he or she does and the 
postcedent effects and situation 
in which action-postcedent oc-
curs.  Thus to find out why a stu-
dent is behaving a certain way, or 

not behaving in a particular way, 
you need to look for factors in 
the school environment.  Every-
one behaves according to the 
contingencies their behavior is 
under. That, of course, includes 
teachers, which is why a book 
can have an impact by supplying 
new ideas.
 How long did it take you 
to write this book? I started about 
three and a half years ago, but the 
book was really in process during 
the 37 years I was working with 
educators.
 How does your book dif-
fer from other behavior-analytic 
teacher texts? My book differs 
considerably in topics beyond the 
basic principles. It includes, for 
example, a section on creativity 
as well as a section on instruc-
tional design that shows how to 
find out what a worksheet really 
is teaching (which might not be 
what the teacher's manual says). 
The book has three chapters that 
feature Precision Teaching (usu-
ally given only passing mention 
in behavior-analytic texts), and a 
final chapter "Beyond Testing" 
that illustrates ways to achieve 
goals described by terms like 
"self-directed" or "motivated" 
learners.
 Dr. Vargas’s new book is 
available online through Amazon 
in paper, cloth and for Kindle 
books. Please refer to the follow-
ing information.

Behavior Analysis for Effec-
tive Teaching
Published by Routledge.

ISBN-10: 0415990084 or 
ISBN-13: 978-0415990080. 

 Another publication of 
potential interest to our readers is 
The Verbal Behavior Milestones 
Assessment and Placement Pro-
gram by Dr. Mark Sundberg. 
His book offers a new updated 
application of B. F. Skinner's 
analysis of verbal behavior 
 The VB-MAPP i s a 
criterion-referenced assessment 
tool, curriculum guide, and skill 
tracking system that is designed 
for children with autism, and 
other individuals who demon-
strate language delays. The VB-
MAPP is based on B.F. Skinner’s 
analysis of verbal behavior, on 
established developmental mile-
stones, and on research from the 
field of behavior analysis

 According to Dr. Sund-
berg, users of VB-MAPP will 
discover that it eliminates the 
common trap of rote responding 
due to deficiencies in the related 
verbal repertoires. “The VB-
MAPP provides a clear and accu-
rate picture of the whole child, 
including the child's abilities, and 
of the potential language and 
learning barriers that may be 
hindering progress.” The overall 
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program contains five compo-
nents:

• The Milestones Skills As-
sessment

• The Barriers Assessment
• The Transition Assess-

ment
• The Skills Task Analysis 

and Tracking System
• Placement and IEP Goals
Readers will find more in-
formation about VB-MAPP at 
the following web site:

http://www.marksundberg.co
m/vb-mapp.htm

 Please join us in welcom-
ing Ann Kellegher to the Foun-
dation. Mrs. Kellegher has an 
extensive background in finance, 
and her expertise with spread-
sheets and databases will help the 
Foundation use its computer 
programs more resourcefully in 
the tasks of organizing, analyzing 
and reporting data. Ms. Kellegher 
says she enjoys her part-time 
schedule at the Foundation be-
cause it allows her to spend time 
relaxing in her favorite Old Or-
chard Beach, Maine community. 
With summer approaching, we 
share her desire to sit  seaside 

contemplating Skinnerian be-
havioral science.

Happy Anniversary!

 The 20th anniversary of 
the B.F. Skinner Foundation is 
a milepost reminder that the be-
havioral science community ap-
preciates the Foundation’s com-
mitment, among other efforts, to 
republish the works of B. F. 
Skinner, to search and find rele-
vant archival material, and to 
provide research awards that en-
courage the application of behav-
ioral science.
 To p romi s e ano the r 
twenty  years of excellent service, 
the Foundation needs your con-
tinuing support. How can you 
help? Please, make a donation to 
the B. F. Skinner Foundation. For 
instructions, call or visit our 
website. The B. F. Skinner Foun-
dation is a 501(3c) non-profit 
organization. www.bfskinner.org
617-661-9210.

Events
ABAI 35th Annual Convention, 
May 22-26, 2009. Phoenix Con-
vention Center, Phoenix, Ari-
zona.

Faces of Autism, June 26-27  
2009. Europa Hotel, Belfast  Ire-
land.

35th National Direct Instruc-
tion Conference, July 19-23, 
2009. Eugene. Oregon

ABAI 5th International Con-
ference, August 7-10, 2009. 
Radisson SAS Plaza Hotel, Nor-
way.

FABA, September 2009. Hilton 
Beach, Florida.
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